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∑Pitching time

minutes10zzzÄ5 Style

Packed Weight

5.39kg

THIS FOUR-POLE tunnel boasts 
a fully sewn-in groundsheet. It is 
certainly easy to pitch – something 
at the fore of every dad’s mind 
when going family camping.

This tent has its front door at 
one end – the other has the usual 
protected mesh air vents that lead 
onto the inner tents. The front door 
folds to one side towards a large 
panoramic window, but you can 
also open the whole wall panel on 
sunny days.

There are two further windows 
forward of the two side doors. The 
windows are a 70/30 split of vinyl/
mesh and are backed by a drop 
down curtain. A zip-close guy-out 
flap protects the mesh panel.

One side door is just a panel with 
a mesh screen behind. The one 
opposite leads to a handy porch for 
use during the unexpected shower. 
An inside door closes this off from 
the living area. The porch has a 
removable groundsheet. 

The sewn-in living area 
groundsheet can be dropped at the 
doors for easy cleaning.  There is 

plenty of space for table and chairs.
There are two inner tents. The 

largest is split into two by a toggle-
closed curtain. There is a separate 
small bedroom inner that can be 
removed for extra living space. 
Hanging organiser pockets hide the 
space between the inners.

There is standing room in the 
inners to make dressing easier, 
but storage is limited. An optional 
extension to the living area will 
provide the larger family with some 
much-needed living space. 
Camping says The Columbia 
600 will tick all the boxes for most 
family campers. It has a sewn-in 
groundsheet, it’s easy to pitch and 
it has plenty of room. Throw in the 
good looks and Vango has a winner. 

For me it is the little touches. 
Things like the use of Crystal Clear 
windows, the pelmet that hides 
the inners’ hanging points, and the 
rubbing bars on the back of the 
roller bag that it all packs into. I 
know that they are not new but they 
show Vango wants to lift its game 
– and the Columbia shows it can.

Price £450
Packed size Tent 75cm x 
48cm x 37cm; Poles 69cm x 
27cm x 11cm
Materials Outer PU-
coated polyester, 5,000mm 
hydrostatic head; inner 
Breathable polyester; 
groundsheet Polyethylene; 

poles Steel
Dimensions Outer 590cm 
x 445cm; split inner 280cm x 
210cm; single inner 130cm x 
210cm; height 220cm (inner 
205cm)
CONTACT
Vango
Tel 0844 8110535

MORE INFO

Packed Weight
∑Pitching time

minutes40zzzÄ6 32.6kg

VANGO COLUMBIA 600

Vango Columbia 600

Tunnel

Style

Open, the tent is a great place 
to escape the sun while breathing 
in the fresh air. If the weather 
does turn then features like the 
rain gutter over the main zips and 
the skirt over the groundsheet 
seam will help keep the water out. 
Vango’s Tension Band System and 

those pre-angled steel poles will 
help the tent stand up to squalls. 
The tent even has that rain porch in 
which to store the waterproofs. 

A tent for all seasons? Maybe 
not, but it should certainly prove 
to be home from home during the 
main camping holidays. CG

Sprayway Canyon 8+2
THIS FIVE-pole tunnel has 
the usual rear vents and main 
entrances in the side. Each wall has 
two door panels and each door  a 
superb versatile window capped by 
a cowl-protected mesh vent.

Each  window consists of a vinyl 
panel that can be zipped closed, 
guyed cracked open or rolled 
up out of the way to reveal the 
underlying zip-closed mesh panel 
and roll up curtain – this stores in 
a pocket below. These windows 
provide numerous lighting and 
ventilation options.

Ground level vents sit each side 
of the doors. These catch any 
zephyr and drive it inside the tent 
to remove condensation. Even the 
sidewalls of the protective cowl 
are made from mesh to aid air 
movement. Of course, the vents 
can be closed off or opened fully. 

The rear doors open directly onto 
the fully enclosed living area. The 
inner door has a mesh upper with 
curtain. The door folds down to 
a corner pocket. The front doors 
open onto a porch area. Here, the 

groundsheet can be rolled back 
to create a wet area. A walk-in 
wardrobe with hanging rail lie each 
side – if needed, these can be used 
as small single bedrooms. 

Inside on the right, there are two 
bedrooms that can be detached to 
increase the already large living 
space. Removal of the right hand 
compartment reveals a door 
into one of the wardrobes. The 
bedrooms opposite cannot be 
removed. A zip-in divider separates 
the two and the left hand room has 
a door onto the other wardrobe 
– your own dressing room!

There are plenty of internal vents 
and pockets – I like the plastic rings 
sewn into the roof seams at various 
intervals in which to tuck things like 
tea towels where they will be handy 
to grab if there’s a spill.
Camping says Marcus Allam 
and Chris Hodges, who find 
themselves in the enviable position 
of creating tents to fulfil their own 
camping lifestyles, have designed 
the Sprayway range. As a result 
Sprayway enters its second tent 

term with some superb units that 
accurately targets the market.

Take the Canyon. This is a large 
tent for long comfortable family 
holidays and it is versatile enough 
to cater for invited friends and to 
cope with various lifestyles. This is 

a definite contender for the hard-
earned bucks – especially when 
you add the polycotton version and 
the handy extensions into the pot. 
To make transport easier Sprayway 
even includes two bags to separate 
the heavy poles. CG

Price £550
Packed size Two 80cm x 
35cm; one 80cm x 15cm
Materials Outer PU-
coated polyester, 4,000mm 
hydrostatic head; Inner 
Breathable polyester; 
Groundsheet Polyethylene; 
Poles Steel

Dimensions Outer 730cm 
x 395cm; Four bedrooms 
at 215cm x 140cm; Two 
bedrooms at 215cm x 100cm; 
Height 220cm (inner 215cm)
CONTACT
Sprayway
Tel 0161 366 5020
Web sprayway.com

MORE INFO

∑Pitching time

minutes30zzzÄ10
Style

Packed Weight

48kg ~
Electricity

port

Sewn in
groundsheet

Tunnel

THIS TWO-pole tunnel has 
additional uprights to create 
extended bedrooms vis-à-vis style 
each side of the central living area. 
Entry is via a large side door that 
rolls up out of the way. At each end 
is an apex vent under a guy-out 
cowl. Below this sits a zipped door 
to the underfly storage area located 
behind each inner tent. These can 
also be accessed from the inner 
tents through a small mesh door 
panel backed by a fabric ‘curtain’.

The outer seams have not been 
factory sealed as the fabric has 
a silicon coating. You can do this 
yourself or leave – there should be 
little leakage through the needle 
holes once the thread swells.

The tent comes with a cap for 
each pole. These cover the pole 
tunnel seams to keep water out 
and provide an extra guy point. Of 
course,  you can proof the seams 
and leave the caps behind.

Inside, there is no living area 
groundsheet. There is a surprising 
amount of headroom but this 
tapers off sharply in each inner 

tent. One inner extends into the 
living area to create the additional 
space for three people.

Inner tent space is tight and 
capacity appears to be based on a 
self-inflating mattress. The camper 
sleeping at the back may find 
things slightly claustrophobic...
Camping says The high price 
tag reflects the use of some very 
up-market materials to achieve a 
large, three-season tent that can be 
used in more ‘extreme’ conditions 
than those normally encountered 
by the average family. It also proves 
that there is a weighty cost to be 
paid when you apply technology to 
lightweight camping.

I am not too sure of the Space 
5’s appeal. The brand name will 
undoubtedly attract new families 
from an outdoor pursuits 
background looking to maintain 
their image, but the tent is 
probably more suitable for groups 
taking part in activities.

I realise that this is a lightweight 
and low bulk tent but heavier 
options are often better when it 

comes to coping with the demands 
of family camping. And for the 
same price you can pick up three 
good two-man tents that may well 
prove better and more versatile for 
a group’s outdoor pursuits.

Should everthing be commercially 
viable? Sometimes it is nice to have 

a glorious celebration of design 
that uses top materials – and this 
could be one such tent. However, I 
would supplement those ultra-
light titanium Vs and skewers 
with something that bites in bad 
conditions – after all, I want to keep 
my tent firmly down to earth. CG

Price £750
Packed size 55cm x 25cm
Materials Outer Silicon-
coated Watershed SL Ripstop 
nylon, 4,000mm hydrostatic 
head; Inner Breathable nylon; 
Groundsheet Waterbloc SL 
nylon; Poles DAC Featherlite 

7001 aluminium alloy
Dimensions Outer 440cm x 
260cm; Inner 150cm x 190cm; 
Height 190cm
CONTACT
Terra Nova
Tel 01773 837373
Web terra-nova.co.uk

MORE INFO
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STARTING AT the back of this 
popular dome/tunnel combination 
we have the usual mesh wall-vent 
protected by an external zip-down 
panel. There is an additional mesh 
vent above this that sits below 
a large storm flap that provides 
further guy points. As usual, these 
vents lead onto mesh panels in the 
inner tent.

Moving forward to the living area 
we have a vinyl window that is 
closed off from the inquisitive by 
an internal roll down curtain that 
toggles closed. Above this sits a 
mesh panel that is protected from 
the elements by a cowl held open 
by Velcro and props.

On the opposite side has the main 
door – a simple panel that rolls up 
out of the way when open. There 
is a large door panel at the front 
– again, no window – that can be 
used if you remove the smaller of 
the two bedrooms. 

The tent has a sewn-in 
groundsheet that can be dropped 

at the doors for cleaning. It also 
features apex roof vents protected 
by the usual external cap.

A single mesh door that is backed 
by a second fabric panel, leads into 
the large inner tent. The inner is 
separated into two bedrooms by a 
hanging curtain.

Camping says The Starcamper 6 
is a dome/tunnel hybrid. The dome 
section houses the living area – that 
part of the tent that demands the 
most headroom – while the tunnel 
is home to the bedroom. It is a 
popular combination – one that 
Outdoor Revolution has improved 
with the addition of pre-bent pole 
joints that improve the headroom 
and useable floor space. It has also 
included an extra small bedroom in 
the living area for those unexpected 
guests.

Outdoor Revolution makes some 
tidy tents and the Starcamper 6 
is no exception. A family of four 
that loses that little bedroom will 

Outdoor Revolution
Starcamper 6

find the freed additional space 
substantially improves the living 
area. Given the Starcamper is just 
the job for week long jaunts as it 
is for snatched weekends away, 
regular campers that buy this neat 
tent are sure to get their monies 
worth.

Our test Starcamper also came in 
the brands new black and silver 
colours that should certainly prove 
an eye-catching combination – 
although I feel that family campers 
may consider that the tent could 
benefit from a brighter image. CG

Price £289
Packed size 78cm x 29cm
Materials Outer PU-
coated polyester, 3,000mm 
hydrostatic head; inner 
Breathable polyester; 
groundsheet Polyethylene; 
poles Fibreglass

Dimensions Outer 665cm x 
270cm; inner 250cm x 220cm; 
height 230cm (inner 185cm)

CONTACT
Outdoor Revolution
Tel 01924 410050
Web outdoor-revolution.com

MORE INFO

∑Pitching time

minutes25zzzÄ6 Style

Packed Weight

19kg

Dome

SPRAYWAY CANYON 8+2

TERRA NOVA LASER SPACE 5 OUTDOOR REVOLUTION STARCAMPER 6

Sewn in
groundsheet

Terra Nova Laser Space 5

Tunnel


