TERRA NOVA
LASER LARGE1 £37O

The clear winnerif weightis your top priority

FOCUS ON

Tent pegs
This tent's15 pegs weigh just 30g

(theVMango Nitra's 16 pegs are
2289 forexample) but are only
13cm long compared to 18cm for
conventional pegs. The diameter
of the Laser pegs is 2mm), while
athers are 6mm.

STABILITY
INNER
PORCH
WEIGHT

he 1880g Laser Large 1is the
Tbig brotherof the Terra Nova

Laser Competition, the former
Guinness record holder for the lightest
two-person tentin the world (the
record is now held by the Terra Nova
Phaton). This pedigree has bred a
superlightbutlarge two-person tent
that does all it can to shave the grams
from the packed weight without
compromising space.

Design

The Laser Large 1comes packed into

a spacious stuffsack. The two poles
arethe samesize and slide easily
through sleeves on the outside of the
flysheet. So the inner can be removed
separatelyif required. The pole ends
arelocated in eyelets and then a
canopy is fitted over these sleeves and
tensions with cord locks, Then the tiny
2g pegs are used to peg the tentout.
The guylines are required to stabilise
this tent, but on other tents they were
notsoimportant. Thereis an unusual
shortvertical pole at the rear, which
creates extra space forventing the
tail, as well as a pairof vents above the
front door. The outdoor door opens

VERDICT

from onesize and theinnerdoorhas a
midge netbutnotazipaway panel to
coverit. Although not quite as easy to
pitch as others, once erected the Laser
Large is a spacious tent.

Onthehill

During pitching | regularly spent time
searching the grass foroneof the

tiny 2gram pegs as they easily spring
outand can getlost. Butifwe add

in the weight of conventional pegs
the complete tent weightincreases
by around 200g to 2080g, which is
still the lightest here and allows far
easier pitching on a widervariety of
terrain, So I would changethe pegs
and only use those supplied for special
occasions, The outer doors lackall the
opening options of other Terra Nova
tents but there are two doors and each
can bevented from the top if needed.
The porch is massive with more than
enough space fora couple of packs
and room for cooking. The innerdoor
opens theside to exposea very large
and brightinner. The headroom and
width are the same throughout the
tent, unlike most tents that taper
towards the rear, and so while the

A very spacious tent than is also the lightest here
which sounds perfect, but itis a notch less stable and a
little more Fiddly to pitch than some other options.

stats indicate a similar size to others
thereis actually far more space than
expected in this tent. The ventilation
isverygood as thereis a large mesh
panel abovethe porch and a large
tail vent. In the wind this tent did not
appear quite as stable as some of the
others, soitmay be better suited to
slightly calmer conditions.s




