


■ arly in 1994 Wild Country 

Led separated into two 

companies. We, the 

former tents and clothing division, 

are now called Terra Nova 

Equipment Led. We chose this name 

because we felt that it contained 

the essence of what we are crying to 

achieve with the new company. 

Discovering "Terra Nova", 

which translates as "new land" or 

"new places", is the motivation of 

many of the people who own and 

use our equipment. To travel and to 

discover new places, whether in 

this country or in the furthest 

reaches of the planet, is a response 

to a deep seated need in us to 

explore and to learn. 

Terra Nova Equipment has 

been set up in this spirit; to focus 

more specifically on the cents and 

clothing products that we make and 

to explore ways of improving the 

quality of both the products and the 

company. 

There is also, of course, a 

great deal of continuity, both in the 

range of products and in the expertise 

0f the people who make them. 

These factors are evident in the 

new products and fabrics, such as 

Watershed, that have been developed 

since we became Terra Nova Equipment. 

This catalogue contains 

details of all our new and continuing 

products but if you would like 

further information, or advice on 

which product to choose, please 

call us on 01773 83330 
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Curved poles and waterproof canopies! Photographer: Bridget Wedderburn 

he remote and primordial Likouala 

Swamps of the Congo Basin cover an area 

of some 63,000 square kilometres. 

Home to the little known Babinga Pygmies and a 

wealth of exotic fauna and flora, the difficulty of 

penetrating the swamps has protected the wildlife 

and people from mainstream twentieth century 

developments. 
In 1991-92, and again 

in 1994, a group of naturalists 

and film-makers went out to 

record the lives and myths of 

_th,e Ba-Benjele and 

a-Ngombe pygmies of the

• Sangha region. Based in the

middle of the northern Congo

rain forest the teams searched

for explanations to some of

the continuing myths that

inform the lives of the

pygmies, myths that stem

from the nature of their lives

interwoven, as they are, with

the habitat of the rain forest.

Naturalists visiting the 

swamps have identified and 

recorded twenty-four different 

species of mammals, the most 

prevalent being primates, 

including a significant 

population of lowland 

gorillas. Among the large 

cats the panther seems the 

most numerous, while four 

different species of crocodile 

have been identified. 

Into these constantly 

damp, dark and humid 

conditions the film crew took 

six Heavy Duty Hyperspace. 

tents which were to serve as 

homes, refuges and equipment 

stores. The main enemies 

were to be the termite 

population, capable of 

chewing through almost any 

known fabric, the ubiquitous 

mosquitoes and the incredible 

humidity. 

An early test report 

noted that: "the tents 

withstood considerable wear 

and tear in transit through 

dense jungle and remained 

intact and undamaged despite 

being torn at by thorny vines. 

No leakage was experienced 

after heavy and sustained 

19 

tropical storms and no fungus 

appeared on any of the 

equipment after one month in 

constantly damp and humid 

conditions. (Humidity at 85 % ):' 

The tents are still out 

there having been pitched 

almost continuously since 

January. November's report 

notes that: 

"There have been many 

logistical problems. We have 

had two lenses stolen in 

transit, one tripod failed to 

arrive with the two tonnes 

of excess baggage, our first 

camera exploded, the 

gorillas are constantly on 

the move making filming 

impossible, one cameraman 

went down with malaria and 

the internal airline is on 

strike. However, the tents 

have been great. Hope to give 

you another update soon;' 

Bridget Wedderburn 
Silverback Productions 
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To reduese the weig:ht on our
backs, we had divided our time 
into fhtee parts, a journey of 
seven days, a rest period and a 
journey of eight days. The first 
wee·k was something of an 
initiation; getting to know each 
other and learning the little 
tricks for keep�ng dry in the 
perpetually wet and cold 
weather. On the second journey 
the mountains opened their 
arms to us and the sun shone. 

We started from Tofins, 

before hoisting our food up into 
some trees out of the r'il'ach of 
bears. We had seen blaek beats 
the previous week artd We'r'e to· 
have several encounte'r's ln the 
days to come. 

by art e'tijoya&le scrambk 
Moving o'h after twO' 

nighrn at 8'€·dwe·i i Labi we 
esamp€'ct ag:idrr dose· tc1 O'ne of 
the smaii glaesiets flowirrg 
down fro'm Big lnt€r'iof, Tfi:g 
folio'Wiiig' day fhrn€ hours of 
wd: scrambling a-rid sgrne 
crampo'fiing brought us to the 
s•ummif,, whet·e· we gazed out 
over �ttathesgfi.a,, a wild empty 
mounfairts<s:ape of tt'€es, rock 

on the west coast of Vancouver 
Island, site of a long-running 
battle between conserVatiO'nis,ts 
and the multi-natiortal to'gglng 
company M.;Millart,Blue·dgl, 
over the fate of Chayqug�t 
�01,lfid. Drcipped at the mouth 
of the B€·dwe'll RivH it dawned 
on us· that W€ wgrn Iiow utt€tly 
alO'rtei Th€fe was no way w go' 
excze·pf irtw the' wiJdgrnes·s·, firs-t 
akJrtg: the river arrd therr out 
O'Ver ft!€' Waf€'r§tied, It was an 
e·x:hil,nating prns•pe<s:t. 

WHderne§§ Campsi:te, La.Ice Bedwell 

We s-perH o·m first night 
camped on shingle flats beside 
the dVet, It was a p'laGe 
obviously muesh frequelitecl by 
elk, dwugh we dlcl not see· them 
utitf! later in the jO'i.Jrrtey. We 
sat rill late around a esamp fire 

Fwm th€ esamp' we eould 
see up the vall€y to Big: fmgrfot 
MD'ufitain, one of the hig:fws•f 
summits in th€ Park, arrd O'fie 
drnr W€ hop€d to climb, Irr the 
tti€'afitlrrte· a wug:h, muddy path 
took us• s·t€'€ply up firre firnr, 
gwwth fote·s-r to Bedwell Lake, 
strnddlirtg the watet§hed, Here 
there is a Parks-maititairr@d 
campsite, and there wH@ a 
couple of O'ther parties in 
residence. We toO'k a' tla'y off 
fro'm bad,,pa<s:king to ma'k€ a'fi 
asesent of �fount Tom Taylor, 
a lo·rrg bush,wha<s:k, Gapped 

arrd myriad laklls and tarns 
sftetdtirrg: away in every 
dfre&tlofi, Frnm here we could 
s-ee' out route over the days to
&Orn€'; a&rnss• Cream Lake,
a-rnurtd Moortt §gpcimes, to be
by,tyas-sgd with s·Ome heavy duty 
bus:h,whaGklng, imd up omo 
the long s:trn ig:h t arm of 
Fl0wer Ridge,'' ~ . .. 

Rob Callis,ter 
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